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WINDOW ON BRITAIN. LEISURE. TRANSCRIPT  
 

British people spend their free time in a lot of different ways. They do sport, they watch sport, they 
visit interesting places, and they have hobbies. Have you tried any of these? 
 
Presenter: What do you do in your free time? 
Girl 1: Um, I like to watch television and listen to music a lot, but I do go on the internet as well. 
Boy 1: I like to skateboard and rollerblade in my free time. 
Boy 2: I play rugby in my free time for Oxford Rugby Club, and I also play tennis. 
Girl 2: In my free time, I usually play sport, which is usually tennis if the weather's nice, or swimming. 
Boy 3: I like playing rugby. I'm a member of a rugby team. I like swimming, playing tennis and 
football. 
Boy 4: I play football for a football team, play a lot of tennis as well. 
Girl 3: I play rugby or cricket or go sailing. 
Girl 4: I play sport, go into town, see my friends. 
Girl 5: In my free time, I go to a drama group and a dance group. 
 
So what are the top 10 leisure activities in Britain? 
 
The most popular activity for British people outside their own home is going to the pub. 
Over the last 10 or 20 years, pubs have changed a lot. People don't just go to the pub for a drink. 
Almost all pubs serve meals nowadays, and many pubs have live music, karaoke competitions, and 
quiz nights. 
 
The second most popular activity is going to a restaurant. 
 
The third, young people especially, like going out for fast food. The number of fast food restaurants 
in Britain has increased about 10 times since 1982. 
 
And after fast food, the fourth most popular activity is going to the library. Surprisingly, this is more 
popular than going to the cinema, although the number of people going to the cinema has almost 
doubled since 1980, and the number of cinemas has more than doubled too. 
 
Many people visit historic buildings. This is Kingston Lacy, a beautiful 17th-century house with lovely 
gardens. Nearby is KF Castle. It's over 1,000 years old and full of history. 
 
Short break holidays, both abroad and in Britain, are very popular. 
 
A lot of young people go to discos and nightclubs. And of course, watching sport is a big free time 
activity. Favourite sports include football, horse racing, and cricket - a traditional English sport. 
 
Art galleries and museums are popular too. This is the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. The 
Ashmolean is the oldest museum in Britain and has been part of the University of Oxford since 1683. 
They have a wonderful collection here, including these beautiful sculptures. 200,000 people visit this 
museum every year. Like many museums in Britain, admission is free. 
 
What other places do people like to visit? Almost 3 million people visit Alton Towers every year. 
This ride is called Nemesis, and this one is called Oblivion. 
 
Then there's Madame Tussauds, the Tower of London, Legoland, and the London Eye. 
 
The London Eye opened in March 2000 and is one of London's most popular attractions. 
 
But what do the British do at home in their free time? Well, listening to the radio or to CDs is popular. 
So is reading, and people spend a lot of time visiting or entertaining their friends and family. 
But the most popular activity? You've guessed it - it's watching TV. 
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VOCABULARY 
 
cricket (noun) – a game played with a bat and ball between two teams, popular in countries 
like England and India. 
 
drama (noun) – a play or story acted out by people, often with strong emotions or exciting 
events. 
 
nemesis (noun) – a person or thing that always seems to beat or challenge someone. 
 
oblivion (noun) – the state of being completely forgotten or not knowing what is 
happening. 
 
pub (noun) – a place where adults go to eat food and drink things like beer. 
 
rollerblade (verb) – to move on shoes with wheels in a line on the bottom. 
 
rugby (noun) – a team sport where players run with an oval ball and try to score by putting 
it down behind the goal line. 


