CHOOSING YOUR UNI. ALL ABOUT CLUBS AND SOCIETIES AT UNI.
TRANSCRIPT 

So what are clubs and societies? Well, essentially they're like interest groups of people who are interested in the same things as you. And there are a whole variety of different clubs and societies based around different topics. So a club or society might be around an academic topic like the law student society or the engineers society, or it might be based around an interest which is really broad. It can be everything from like chess and dance, and cinema, and to mountaineering, outdoors, travel, you name it. There are tons and tons and tons of clubs and societies. Now the bigger universities tend to have more clubs and societies because they have more students. Therefore, it's easier for those clubs and societies to form. Usually clubs and societies are formed under the auspices of a student union or a student guild, and they are subsidized. Now that means you do normally have to pay a membership fee, but it's pretty reasonable. It might only be $5 or $10 a year. Some of the big organized societies might be more than that. You might have to pay a bit more than that in order to join.

The best way to join clubs and societies is firstly at orientation week. So at the start of your semesters, there's usually a fair on, and clubs and societies get out there and they promote themselves. So you can join up on the spot, or of course through the student guild itself, the student union. That's an opportunity for you to look them up on the website, to connect with the people who are running those clubs and societies, and to join.

One of the great things that clubs offer is the opportunity for you to get some leadership experience, because they are formal organizations, which means there are presidents and vice presidents and secretaries and event coordinators and all sorts of different things. And I can certainly tell you that on a resume, when you are looking to get work later on, having been in an officer's role of a club or society is really attractive to employers because it shows, firstly, what your interests are, secondly, that you've got some initiative, and thirdly, that you have had some leadership experience organizing activities and organizing people, most importantly. So joining clubs and societies is great, and getting involved in running clubs and societies is even better.

So what else do you need to know about clubs and societies at university? What sorts of activities do clubs and societies organize? Well, everything from social events like galas and balls and nights out and things like that, right through to different activities based on the interest area. So if you're in the board games club, what a great way to meet people and to get into some board gaming. So definitely get involved in clubs and societies. It's an amazing way to meet new people.





VOCABULARY

auspices (noun) - help or support given by an organisation or group.

coordinators (noun) - people who organise activities and make sure things run smoothly.

form (noun) - the way something is made or the shape it has.

guild (noun) - a group of people who belong to the same organisation or community.

initiative (noun) - the ability to start doing things without being told.

mountaineering (noun) - the activity of climbing mountains.

resume (noun) - a short document that shows your skills and experience.

secretaries (noun) - people who help organise work, meetings, and information.

semester (noun) - half of a school or university year.

tons (noun) - a very large amount of something.
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